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· Objectives:
· KNOW and be UPDATED about current trends, resources and materials in teaching English;

· STUDY and LEARN these current trends, resources and materials for teachers to utilize or incorporate in teaching; and

· [bookmark: _GoBack]VALUE and EMBRACE these current trends, resources and materials.


EL Teaching w/ Software Application as resources and materials
	
	“Language learning could and does occur … regardless of the presence of computers, but the inclusion of such a presence is intended to improve, expand or enhance the learning in some way.” (Hoven, 1997, p.12)

What “technology” do we bring to our classroom?

TECHNOLOGY IN THE CLASSROOM
· What benefits do you get when using technology in class?
· What hinders you from using technology in class?

SHARE YOU IDEAS HERE…

THE SOLUTIONS?
· Web sources and freeware that are available for free-of-charge downloading and applying in the classroom 
· Authoring programs that allow teachers to put in their own materials that match with their lesson objectives and student level

WHY AUTHORING PROGRAMS?
· They help develop the skill of designing tasks, especially to inexperienced teachers 
· It is more interesting and motivating if the teachers can bring something of themselves into the program  enhanced creativity
· They help fix the problem of cultural appropriateness 
· Financial matter! Teachers can modify a program for different student needs, especially when dealing with the problem of a wide range of student levels.


AN OVERVIEW OF TOOLS AVAILABLE FOR USE

· LESSON PREPARATION
· Hot Potatoes
· Podcasts
· IN CLASS PRESENTATIONS & ACTIVITIES
· PowerPoint Presentations
· Mind mapping software
· OUT-OF-CLASS ACTIVITIES
· Wikis
· Wiziq
· DOING RESEARCH
· Online survey generating programs
·     Another Resources

1. HOT POTATOES
· The program was designed by Half-Baked Software, Inc.
· Hot Potatoes is not freeware. 
· A free version for all users will be released in September 1, 2009 (latest announcement from Half-Baked Software, Inc.)
· Teachers use the program's exercise templates to make interactive, Web-based exercises.
· The Hot Potatoes suite includes six applications 
· Multiple-choice
· Short-answer
· Jumbled-sentence
· Crossword
· Matching/ordering
· Gap-filling
· Teachers can also incorporate images, audio and video files into the exercises

USE OF HOT POTATOES
· Warm-up activities 
· Vocabulary teaching and review
· Grammar practice
· Reading Comprehension exercises
· Listening Comprehension exercises  

2. PODCASTS
· A portmanteau of "iPod" and "broadcast"
· An on-demand media file that can be automatically downloaded from the web to a computer or portable media player for listening offline 
· One type of "show" with new episodes released either periodically or at planned intervals such as daily, weekly, etc. 
· A means for students to get access to "authentic" listening sources about almost any subject they may interest them (http://podcast.com/)

USE OF PODCASTS
· A basis for listening comprehension exercises developed from authentic materials
· A means of generating conversation based on students' reaction to podcasts
· A way of providing each and every student diverse listening materials
· Sample:
http://www.eslpod.com/website/index_new.html#
https://prezi.com/secure/31bdb4423fb2f48bf5b7ee12c0c2174b0d52f585/
· Distribution of lecture archives for review
· Delivery of supplemental educational materials and content
· Assignments requiring students to produce and submit their own podcasts
· How?
· Example: http://podcast.com/login.php

· http://www.podcastsinenglish.com/index.shtml
· https://www.eslpod.com/website/show_all.php
· http://www.eslpod.com/eslpod_blog/listen-with-itunes/
· http://www.podcastsinenglish.com/pages/freesample.shtml

3. PowerPoint Presentation or PPT

· Used in lesson presentation and demonstration

· Various graphic, visual and audio-visual and video  features embedded in the use of PowerPoint Presentation help attract and sustain the much required learners’ attention.

4. MIND MAPPING SOFTWARE

· Users create Mindmaps without drawing them.
· This can be a great way to save time because presentable documents can be created and shared very quickly.

· Free Mind Mapping Software Download at:
http://freemind.sourceforge.net/wiki/index.php/Download#Installing_FreeMind

USE OF MIND MAPPING SOFTWARE
· Teaching vocabulary
· Presenting complex materials
· Summarizing ideas from texts and discussions
· Brainstorming (as a class and in groups)
· Managing and sharing ideas from discussions

5. WIKIS
· In Hawaiian, “wiki” means “quick”. 
· A wiki refers to a particular type of website that allows multiple editors to easily contribute to and edit the content of the site
· The most famous example of a Wiki is Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page)
· It is ideal for collaborative writing 

USE OF WIKIS
· Group assignments / projects
· Group debates
· Peer self-help pages and peer review of assignments
· Subject glossary
· Sample wiki: http://ducdao.wikispaces.com/

6. WIZIQ
· An online teaching platform providing a free virtual classroom environment for teachers to interact online and teach students in real time 
· The sessions are recorded and are available online on WiZiQ. 
· There are no costs for using the virtual classroom. 
· Useful tools:
· A whiteboard with powerful drawing tools, which users can turn into multiple whiteboards
· Content uploading and sharing capabilities: PowerPoint slide shows, PDF files
· Audio-video conferencing 
· Text chat 
· Tutoring 
· Group work / discussions
· Distance learning, especially when it is incorporated in as a module in Moodle
· Sample session: http://authorlive.wiziq.com/aliveext/recording.aspx?VIFBJLbQddKbDwcsoTR6Rbft8XXy%2b9f2LsGclqSKb9Iot02wgS96xi%2f1Ch%2fuFP3RJw6AI82y71SV%2bb10gJqpQfe7dnt9LONJ

7. ONLINE SURVEY GENERATING PROGRAM
· These programs provide useful tools for
· creating surveys easily by using simply a web browser
· delivering surveys online
· collecting and analyzing survey results
· Most programs of this kind are not free. There are, however, some basic versions that are available for use with no cost.
· One of such programs is Survey Monkey https://www.surveymonkey.com/mp/education-surveys/?ut_source=header

8. ANOTHER RESOURCES
· Blogs
· Search Engines
· Megasites
· Exercices, Quizzes, Handbooks, Games Online
· Best Writing Guides On The Internet

· Types of blogs:
· The Tutor Blog (run by teachers);
·  The Class Blog (shared between students  and their teacher);
· The Learner Blog (individual for every student);
· The Photoblog (implies using photos and pictures).

LiveJournal ( www.livejournal.com )

Examples of the Activities Based on Using Blogs
· writing student comments on the topic discussed;
· reacting to the comments of other students or blog writers;
· language exercises;
· freewriting activities;
· role-plays;
·  making dialogues;
· whole-class and group discussions;
· creating student e-portfolios;
· organizing school links projects.  

The Most Common Topics for Student Blog Discussions
· Traveling and trips;
· Students’ favorite musical band and singers;
· Different films and TV programs;
· Students’ favorite personages of some popular books and films.  
· NEW GENERATION SEARCH ENGINES:

1. http://www.ipl.org (THE INTERNET PUBLIC LIBRARY)
2. InfoMine: a search engine for Academic Topics: http://infomine.ucr.edu
3. And, here is the site itself: http://owl.english.purdue.edu
4. The Site itself: http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/
5. RDN: RESOURCE DISCOVERY NETWORK: www.rdn.ac.uk
RDN maintains a Virtual Training Suite (VTS): how to use the Internet Effectively in various Subject Areas: www.vts.rdn.ac.uk
6. Resources for English as a Second Language: http://www.usingenglish.com
7. ESL GOLD: www.eslgold.com
8. Materials for Teaching and Learning English:
http://exchanges.state.gov/englishteaching/resources-et.html
9. ESL LINKS FROM THE INTERNET TESL JOURNAL: http://iteslj.org/links
· EXERCICES, QUIZZES, HANDBOOKS, GAMES ONLINE

1. Quizzes to make Classroom Activity Fun and Educational: http://www.eslcafe.com/quiz
2. A Web Site with Useful Classroom Activities: http://englishpage.com
3. Mini-Grammar Tutorials from www.englishpage.com
4. The Blue Book of Grammar: QUIZZES AND EXPLANATIONS OF PUNCTUATION: www.grammarbook.com
5. Speech Accent : FOR TEACHING ACCENTS: http://accent.gmu.edu/browse.php

· BEST WRITING GUIDES ON THE INTERNET
HOW TO TEACH YOUR STUDENTS TO WRITE BETTER

1. Garbl’s Writing Resources Online: http://garbl.home.comcast.net/~garbl/writing/
2. Writing Center Handouts from the University of North Carolina, 2010
http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/ 
3. DYNAMIC ENGLISH E-JOURNAL:
http://www.america.gov/publications/ejournalusa/0807.html

· Conclusion
	Whether or not a technology can be used effectively in the English classroom it always depends on the knowledge, creativity and delivery of the teacher. 
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